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The image above is an artist's  
rendition of one of Tanzania's nation 
al symbols. UHURU* torch atop Mount  
Kilimanjaro. Raised out of a volcanic 
peak by a resolute hand of liberation.  
Set alight to bring, in the words of a  
beloved national song, hope, love and 
dignity to all in Tanzania and beyond.

* independence/freedom

Sat Dec 3rd , 2011 
Portugese Cultural Centre 
12964 - 52nd St, Edmonton 

Welcome to our Dec. 3rd 
TZ@50 celebration:

Evening Ticketed Program, 
6 pm to 2 am

Afternoon Free Programs 
3 to 4 pm, exhibition on Tanzania.

4 to 5:30 pm, discourse on  
Tanzania with Dr. Deogratias 
Rweyongeza of CANTAN Policy 
Institute, Dr. Guy Thompson 
of Middle Eastern and African 
Studies, U of A, as well as Ashif 
Hussein of Optimal Combustion 
Engineering Service and  
Dr. Joseph Musembi of Educational 
Policy Studies, U of A.  Edmonton’s 
Angolan-born poet Alexander 
Fwallah will share a poem on 
Tanzania.

The Tanzanian Community Association of Northern Alberta Presents:

TZ@50: A CELEBRATION OF 50 YEARS  

OF INDEPENDENCE OF TANZANIA

On December 9, 1961, Tanzania  
mainland, then called Tanganyika  
before its union with Zanzibar in  
1964, gained independence from 
British colonial rule. December 9, 2011 
marks 50 years since that historic  
day. In Edmonton, members of the 
Tanzanian Community Association of 
Northern Alberta (TANA) and people  
of Tanzanian origin, both of African  
and Asian descent, together with  
those affiliated with Tanzania, as  
well as friends and supporters of 
Tanzania; will all celebrate this  
milestone, the 50th independence  
anniversary of Tanzania, on Saturday, 
 December 3, 2011.
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Join us on Dec 3rd For: 

A chance to win fabulous 
prizes, including Qatar 
Airways tickets to
 anywhere in Africa
and a Dell Desktop Computer 
with a flat monitor!

Sumptuous  
Tanzanian dinner,  
cash bar and 
displays

Performance, poetry,  
and musical shows

Celebration

Fashion Show

Virtuoso drumming 
entertainment by  
Wajjo African  
Drummers

Music to dance to  
till you drop
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Greetings

Prime Minister,  
Stephen Harper
I am pleased to extend my warmest 
greetings to the members of the 
Tanzanian Community Association  
of Northern Alberta and to everyone  
marking the 50th anniversary of the 
independence of Tanzania. 

Canada and Tanzania have a strong 
bilateral relationship and maintain 
a collaborative approach in inter-
national fora. Last September, our 
government announced three new 
maternal, newborn, and child health 
projects that will support life-saving 
treatments and improved health care 
for mothers and children in Tanzania. 
These efforts are part of the Canadian- 
led Muskoka Initiative and are in  
addition to a $63 million health  
system project financed by the  
Canadian International Development 
Agency’s bilateral Tanzania program.

This milestone celebration offers the 
opportunity to reflect on the events 
that have shaped the history of  

Tanzania and to highlight its  
achievements since independence. 
 I would like to commend the event 
organizers for strengthening the ties 
between our two countries and for 
promoting fellowship in the community. 
I am certain that the celebrations will 
be a worthy reflection of the pride 
felt by Canadians who can trace their 
roots to Tanzania.

On behalf of the Government of 
Canada, I wish you all a memorable 
anniversary.

Tanzania’s High  
Commissioner to Canada, 
Alex Massinda
Esteemed members of TANA,  
compatriots and friends of Tanzania, 
I am very pleased and grateful to join 
the Tanzanian Community Association  
of Northern Alberta (TANA) in marking 
this historic event, the 50th  anniver-
sary of the independence of Tanganyika; 
the mainland of Tanzania. For us, this is 
a landmark occasion that should give 

us cause not only to celebrate but also 
reflect on Tanzania’s path in the past 
50 years; where we came from, how 
we have fared, where we are now and 
where we are headed. Such a perspec-
tive of this event, and what we should 
make of it, recall to mind the last time 
we held independence anniversary 
celebrations on a big scale, namely 
December 1971, when we marked our 
first decade as an independent state. 
Our founding President Mwalimu 
Julius Nyerere was asked what he 
regarded as Tanzania’s most remark-
able achievement then. His reply was 
typically simple and succinct: “that 
we have survived”. Now, forty years 
later, we can still repeat Mwalimu’s 
words that we have survived. We can 
also add with confidence and pride 
that, despite numerous obstacles, 
pitfalls and wrong turns,  we have 
continued to prosper and charted a 
course that we have every reason to 
be proud of, and we trust it will lead 
us to a brighter future. Admittedly, 
we have made many mistakes along 
the way, but what species of humans 
wouldn’t? Therefore credit should be 
given where it is due, and I firmly  
believe that if one compares the  
nature and level of development of 
various African states fifty years ago, 
and objectively assesses where each 
of them is now, Tanzania’s performance 
and current standing is very impressive.  
I also believe that credit for this 
should above all go to the people of 
Tanzania whose spirit of patriotism 



4

and fraternity has formed the bases  
of our achievements as a nation. 
In this regard, I recognize and applaud 
TANA as an epitome of that spirit. 
The High Commission of Tanzania in 
Canada is grateful and very proud of 
what you do, not only for and among 
your members and other Tanzanians 
here in Canada, but also for your  
attachment and positive contribu-
tions to various endeavours in Tanzania. 
I particularly thank you for what you 
have done to commemorate our 50th 
anniversary of Independence, and I 
wish you ever more success in future.

Lieutenant Governor  
of Alberta, Donald S. Ethel
As Her Majesty, the Queen’s  
representative in Alberta it is with 
great pleasure that I congratulate the 
Edmonton Tanzanian community as 
you celebrate the 50th year of  
independence of Tanzania. This  
milestone has provided you with an 
excellent opportunity to celebrate 

your homeland and the many good 
things you have brought with you 
to share with other Canadians and 
enhance the special Canadian cultural 
mosaic we cherish.

Welcome to everyone attending this  
special gathering. The Tanzanian  
community has a proud reputation  
for hospitality and warmth. I am  
certain that this occasion will provide 
you with  a memorable opportunity  
to experience Tanzanian history  
and culture.

Best wishes to all. 

Edmonton Mayor,  
Stephen Mandel
On behalf of City Council and the 
people of Edmonton, Alberta’s Capital 
City, I extend warm greetings to  
everyone attending the TZ @ 50 
celebration!

This event is a special occasion – an 
excellent opportunity to gather in 
friendship and fun to celebrate  

Tanzania’s 50 years of independence. 
It’s also a time to honour the  
accomplishments of the Tanzanian 
community in Edmonton and celebrate 
the cultural diversity that makes up 
our city.

Thank you to the members of the 
Tanzanian Community Association 
of Northern Alberta (TANA) for your 
commitment to preserving the East 
African cultures and for sharing your 
celebrations with the entire city. By 
showcasing the Tanzanian culture, you 
bring recognition to the local Tanzanian-
Canadian population and enhance our 
reputation as a city that’s truly a great 
place to call home.

Best wishes for a successful event!
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MP Edmonton East,  
Peter Goldring
As Member of Parliament for Edmonton 
East, I would like to congratulate the 
Tanzanian Community Association 
of Northern Alberta (TANA) as you 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Tanzanian independence.

As members of the British Common-
wealth, Tanzania and Canada share 
a common tradition and values and 
this year also celebrates 50 years of 
diplomatic relations between the two 
countries. The closeness of our ties 
was shown by Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s visit to Tanzania in 2007 
and Canada’s support as Tanzania 
has moved from a centrally directed, 
one-party political system towards a 
multi-party democracy with an open, 
liberalized economy.

In both Canada and Tanzania diversity, 
multiculturalism and cultural exchange 
are valued and respected. The  
efforts of TANA in sharing the cultural  

tradittions and history of Tanzania 
with the broader Canadian society 
and helping Tanzanian Canadians 
integrate into the multicultural mosaic 
of Canada are to be commended.

MLA Beverly Clareview, 
Tony Vandermeer,
 I would like to thank the Tanzanian 
Community Association of Northern  
Alberta for inviting me to celebrate  
such an important milestone for the  
Tanzanian community: fifty years of  
Tanzanian independence. Events like 
 this demonstrate the ability of many 
cultures to maintain their uniqueness  
and cultural identity, while simultanously 
integrating into this broad multicultural 
mosaic we all live in today. I am proud 
to live in a province that encourages  
diversity, but more so, I am proud of  
the initiatives that citizens, like you, 
 take on to make this all happen. I am 
honoured to share this joyous occasion 
with all of you.

President of TANA
Hassan Katalambula
I wish, as President of the Tanzanian 
Community Association of Northern 
Alberta (TANA), to extend to you my 
warmest greetings as we celebrate, on 
December 3rd 2011, the 50th inde-
pendence anniversary of Tanzania 
(TZ@50). To mark this golden jubilee, 
TANA formed a committee which 
planned and coordinated activities  
for the historic celebration. As a result 
of the committee’s hard work,  
Tanzanians in Edmonton and friends 
will be able to celebrate together, 
and at the same time to reflect upon 
Tanzania’s achievements in the last 
50 years and on its future. We will 
highly appreciate your presence at our 
December 3rd TZ@50 celebration.

Much as this event honors Tanzania’s 
50th independence anniversary as 
a milestone, it goes beyond this to 
celebrate something that our original 
homeland shares with our new  
Canadian homeland. We will be 
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celebrating, through this event, the 
principle and practice of diversity, 
multiculturalism and cultural exchange, 
a source of the relative peace and 
stability in both Tanzania and Canada.

Let me finish by thanking all those 
who have supported us in various 
ways to make this event successful. 
Without them, it goes without saying, 
our TZ@50 celebration would not have 
been possible.

God Bless Tanzania, God Bless Canada.

Chair, TZ@50 Subcomittee 
of TANA,  
Pasian Letinan
On behalf of the Tanzania At Fifty 
(TZ@50) Subcommittee of the 
Tanzanian Community Association of 
Northern Alberta, I would like to greet 
you all as we celebrate, on December 
3rd, 2011 in Edmonton,  the 50th  
anniversary of Tanzania’s  
independence. 

Aware of this milestone,  TZ@50  
Subcommittee identified three 
objectives for the celebration: to 
showcase Tanzania and what it has 
to offer; to reflect on the achieve-
ments and shortcomings of Tanzania 
over the past fifty years; to envision 
the kind of country we would like 
Tanzania to become in the future;  
and to encourage young people in the 
Tanzanian community to learn about 
their Tanzanian heritage.   

We planned these components in 
our celebration:  an exhibition and 
special discourse on Tanzania, and 
a main evening program featuring 
among other things, Tanzanian food, 
cultural performances, poetry, fashion 
show, music and dance. We welcome 
to this event all from the Tanzanian 
community and the wider Edmonton 
community to  a taste of Tanzania and 
the Tanzanian spirit.

We want to thank, for their support 
in honouring this milestone with us, 
our sponsors, the TZ@50 Subcom-
mittee members, our volunteers, our 
Tanzanian community, and  friends or 
affiliates of the Tanzanian community 
in Edmonton.

I wish you all a very happy anniversary.

Thanks to our Sponsors

Also, thanks to two annonymous donors 
for donation of the door prize Dell  
desktop computer, and of $2,500  
respectively


